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UNCLAS ATHENS 8020 


Message Text 


EO 11652 NA 
TAGS: BENC, GR 

SUB J : MAJOR PROJECT: PUBLIC HOSPITAL PROJECT 
REF: A. STATE 198964. B. ATHENS A-78. C. ATHENS 4205 


MRS. MEROPI VIOLAKI, GENERAL DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH, 

MINISTRY OF SOCIAL SERVICES, HAS CONFIRMED THAT PROGRAM 
WILL BE FINANCED WITH GOG PUBLIC INVESTMENT BUDGET 
FUNDS, EXCEPT FOR AEGALEO 600-BED HOSPITAL WHICH WILL 
BE FINANCED WITH SOCIAL INSURANCE INSTITUTE FUNDS 
(DRACHMAS EQUIVALENT OF $24 MILLION RECENTLY AUTHORIZED). 

BOTH MRS. VIOLAKI AND MR. N. VASSIOS, DIRECTOR OF 
PROJECT EVALUATION AND INSTITUTIONAL INNOVATION 
DIRECTORATE OF THE MINISTRY OF COORDINATION COULD NOT 
SPECULATE WHETHER GOG MIGHT SEEK IBRD OR OTHER INTERNATIONAL 
FINANCING. SINCE PROJECTS STILL AT PRELIMINARY STAGE. 

THESE AND OTHER OFFICIALS CONTACTED COULD NOT TELL WHETHER 
FOREIGN CONSULTING OR CONSTRUCTION SERVICES MAY BE UTILIZED. 
EMBASSY IN TOUCH WITH AGENCIES CONCERNED AND WILL REPORT FURTHER 
DEVELOPMENTS AS APPROPRIATE. 
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